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"theory" It Is possible to eliminate all the contradictions of capitgE^m "by
peaceful means, by means of reform, and without a proletarian revohztipn,,,
Lenin said that this theory was a "lifeless abstraction/5 a "stupid little feble^*
"the reactionary attempt of a frightened philistine to hide from stern reality.55*

Disproving Kautsky's statement that the appearance of international
cartels makes peace among the nations possible, Lenin showed that actually
these cartels intensify the antagonisms between the capitalist countries to the
Mghest pitch3 and that war Is inevitable under imperialism.

Lenin characterized Imperialism as a special stage In the history of
capitalism for which the ground had been steadily prepared by the entire
course of its preceding development. The specific features of this stage of
capitalism are that it is (i) monopolist capitalism, (2) parasitic, or decaying:,
capitalism, and (3) moribund capitalism. This, of course,, does not mean
that capitalism will fade away of Itself, that a proletarian revolution Is not
needed to abolish it.

In the epoch of imperialism, said Lenin in this work, all the contradictions
of capitalism reach the highest pitch of intensity. Consequently, Imperialism
is the eve of the socialist revolution. The inhuman exploitation of the masses
becomes more intense, and this in turn Intensifies the proletariat's discontent
with capitalism; the elements of revolutionary upheaval within each country
mature. At the same time, the unbridled exploitation and oppression of the
hundreds of millions of inhabitants of colonial and dependent countries
increases also., and this, in turn, accelerates the growth in these countries of
the elements of a war of liberation against imperialism.

Lenin's work on Imperialism is of epoch-making Importance. It marked
a new stage in the development of the economic theory of Marx. It advanced the
Marxian theory, enriched it with a new content, and created the possibility
of revising and solving In a new way the practical problems of the proletarian
revolution.

In studying Imperialism Lenin discovered the law of the uneven political
and economic development of capitalism; and he showed that under im-
perialism, this uneven development and the contradictions of capitalism
become more marked. The development of capitalism assumes an extremely
uneven., spasmodic and contradictory character. The keen rivalry among the
predatory Imperialists for markets and spheres of Investment of capital, for
colonies and sources of raw materials,, makes periodical Imperialist wars for
the redivision of the world inevitable. Imperialist wars sap the strength of
Imperialism and make it possible for the imperialist front to be pierced at its
weakest point. From this Lenin drew the conclusion that the old formula
of Marx and Engels to the effect that Socialism could not be victorious in one
separate country, that it could be achieved only by the simultaneous victory
of the proletarian revolution in all the advanced capitalist countries, no longer
accorded with the new historical situation, and that it must be replaced by a
new formula, namely, that Socialism can be victorious in one separate
country, and that the simultaneous victory of Socialism In all countries is
Impossible.

This was one of the greatest discoveries of our age. It served as the guiding
principle In all the subsequent activities of Lenin and of the Bolshevik Party.
As the History of the C.P.S. U. (B,) states :

"This was a new and complete theory of the Socialist revolution, a theory
affirming the possibility of the victory of Socialism In separate countries,

* IfciV, p. 88.